
1655Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Aug. 27

safety research, including with the private
sector and academia.

Today, I signed an Executive Order estab-
lishing the President’s Council on Food Safe-
ty. To strengthen and focus our efforts to co-
ordinate food safety policy and resources and
improve food safety for American consumers,
the Council will develop a comprehensive
strategic plan for Federal food safety activi-
ties, ensure the most effective use of Federal
resources through the development and sub-
mission of coordinated food safety budgets,
and oversee the Joint Institute for Food Safe-
ty Research.

The National Academy of Sciences (NAS)
recently issued a thoughtful and highly in-
formative report on food safety issues, enti-
tled ‘‘Ensuring Safe Food from Production
to Consumption.’’ This report recommends
additional ways to enhance coordination and
improve effectiveness in the food safety sys-
tem, including through reform of current
food safety legislation.

I hereby direct the Council to review and
respond to this report as one of its first orders
of business. After providing opportunity for
public comment, including public meetings,
the Council shall report back to me within
180 days with its views on the NAS’s rec-
ommendations. In developing this report, the
Council should take into account the com-
prehensive strategic Federal food safety plan
that it will be developing.

I thank the Council for its efforts to im-
prove food safety, and I look forward to the
continued leadership of the President’s
Council on Food Safety.

William J. Clinton

Statement on the Bombings in South
Africa and Uganda
August 26, 1998

Hillary and I join the American people in
extending our deepest sympathies to the vic-
tims of bomb attacks in South Africa and
Uganda on August 25, and to their families
and friends. We reaffirm our unshakeable
friendship and support for them and for all
of the people of South Africa and Uganda.

The United States condemns in the strong-
est possible terms these senseless attacks on

innocent civilians that have taken the lives
of at least 29 Ugandans and 2 South Africans.

Earlier this month, South Africa provided
immediate and invaluable assistance to the
United States, Kenya, and Tanzania in the
wake of the bombings of the U.S. Embassies
in those countries. We are grateful for the
generous response and will do what we can
to assist South Africa and Uganda in the wake
of these senseless acts.

Remarks Announcing Safe Schools
and Police Corps Initiatives in
Worcester, Massachusetts

August 27, 1998

Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, first let
me thank you for your remarkable and warm
welcome. I’m glad to be here in Worcester,
the heartbeat of Massachusetts for 150 years
now, and in this grand hall where so many
great Americans have spoken, from Fred-
erick Douglas to Susan B. Anthony to Henry
David Thoreau. I’m honored to share this
stage with Kathleen Bisson, and I thank her
for her commitment to teaching our children
and for keeping them safe, and with Officer
Michael Jones, who moved us all with how
he responded to his personal tragedy.

Mr. Mayor, I thought you gave a great talk.
When he was up here kind of moving around,
doing his shtick, I said—I was amazed. Kath-
leen said, ‘‘You know, he ought to be in Hol-
lywood. You should see the rap act he does
for the school kids.’’ [Laughter] So I thank
you.

Chief Gardella, I cannot thank you enough
for what you said, and I appreciate more than
you will ever know the impact that we have
had the opportunity to have through the
community policing and the other law en-
forcement programs.

I thank Scott Harshbarger, who has been
a friend of mine for a long time, and who
has, I can tell you from my personal experi-
ence not only as President but even before
when I was Governor, always been on the
forefront of law enforcement reforms that
would give our children a safer future.

I thank Congressman McGovern who has
worked in both—the areas we celebrate
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today and in so many other ways. It’s interest-
ing to see a man who both—knows what he’s
doing down to the tiniest detail about how
Congress works and how the committees
work and how the procedures work. And I
think Congressman Moakley’s tutelage had
something to do with that before he showed
up. But it’s interesting to see someone who
has that feel for the mechanics and also is
plainly so connected at an emotional, human
level to the people in his district and so pas-
sionately cares about it and was able to con-
vey that to all of us today through the won-
derful metaphor of his wife and young
child—and if you want to cry, go right ahead.
[Laughter]

Let me also thank Congressman Markey,
who is here, and Congressman Neal for com-
ing out to the airport to meet me. I thank
Senator Kerry, who has long been one of the
leaders in law enforcement issues in the Con-
gress, for his involvement in both these
issues. And I thank Senator Kennedy for
making sure that even though this is the end
of a long program, none of us could possibly
go to sleep. [Laughter] I always marvel at
his continuing energy and commitment and
dedication. And some days when I get tired
and weary, I think, he’s been doing this
longer than I have, and he never gets tired
or weary. And that’s a good thing.

Let me say—I have a few brief things to
add to what has been said about the two
issues we came here to discuss today. But
because this is my only opportunity to speak
with you and, through you, to the American
people, I want to say a couple of things about
Hurricane Bonnie and the havoc it’s wreaked
in North Carolina over the last day, and the
flooding caused in Texas by Tropical Storm
Charley.

I know that all of our hearts go out to the
families affected by these storms. Yesterday
I declared a disaster in Texas because of the
flooding, and today there’s a disaster declara-
tion that has just been issued for North Caro-
lina. That makes Federal funds available im-
mediately to people who have been harmed
in both places.

Thankfully, the winds are dying down in
North Carolina. Hopefully, the floods soon
will recede in Texas. In both cases, FEMA,
our Federal Emergency Management Agen-

cy, is working with State and local agencies
to assess the damage and to stay there for
as long as it takes to help the people rebuild.

While we’re here today, Vice President
and Mrs. Gore and Secretary of Education
Dick Riley are in California talking about the
same things, our common commitment to
make our streets and our schools safe for
families and children.

This is, as Senator Kennedy noted, a time
of great prosperity for our people. We have
the lowest unemployment in 28 years, the
smallest percentage of people on welfare in
29 years, about to realize the first balanced
budget and surplus in 29 years, and we
learned not very long ago that homeowner-
ship is at its highest rate in American history.
And this has occurred at a time when we
have reduced the Government to the small-
est size it has had since John Kennedy was
the President of the United States.

I come here, as I have gone across this
country, to say to my fellow Americans, this
is not a time to celebrate but to be grateful.
It is not a time to rest on our laurels but
to use the confidence, the resources, and the
understanding we have acquired for the last
6 years to face the long-term challenges of
this country, for the world is changing very
quickly, full of new challenges.

Senator Kennedy mentioned one of them,
the problem of terrorism, which has become
a bigger problem for us as we become more
open and as information and money and
technology can move around the world so
quickly, as people themselves can move
across borders so quickly. These multi-
national problems like terrorism or even the
global spread of disease or shared environ-
mental problems are things that visionaries
must think about and take steps now to pre-
pare for.

The world will never be free of problems.
And we know that the world is changing fast,
which means that if we wish to maintain our
present level of success, we must keep up.
We cannot afford to relax. We must become
more rigorous. And we must—I say again—
use the newfound confidence of America to
think more boldly, not less boldly, and to act
more boldly, not less boldly, for our chil-
dren’s future.
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There is critical business ahead of us, busi-
ness that we will take up as soon as Congress
comes back to work. One of the Members
who spoke before me mentioned it, but we
want to make sure—I think Congressman
McGovern did—we want to make sure that
we have saved the Social Security system for
the 21st century before a penny of that sur-
plus is touched. We think it is important.

We want to help the teachers like Kate
Bisson, not only with school violence but with
the tools necessary to move our children for-
ward. I have an education agenda before the
Congress that would provide funds in the
balanced budget for school construction, to
help repair and rebuild and build new build-
ings so that children aren’t in substandard
conditions. We have children going to school
in some cities in America today in buildings
that are 65, 70, 80 years old, where the win-
dows are broken, where they go in—where
whole floors are closed down. What kind of
signal does that send to children about their
importance?

In other parts of our country we have chil-
dren going to school in house trailers because
the school districts are growing so fast and
there’s no way the people can afford to keep
up with it. I was in a small school district
in Florida recently where there were 17 trail-
ers outside the main school building. This
is important.

We have a program to help our school dis-
tricts hire 100,000 teachers in the early
grades so we can get down to an average class
size of 18. It is the single most significant
thing that the research shows, over more
than a decade now, that will guarantee that
children will get off to a good start in school.

We’re trying to hook up all our classrooms
to the Internet. We’re trying to support the
establishment of voluntary national stand-
ards. We are trying, in short, to make sure
we can say to our children: No matter where
you grow up or what your racial or ethnic
or income background is, you have access to
the finest system of elementary and second-
ary education in the world. That’s a big part
of our agenda.

We have a huge health care agenda, and
it begins with the Patients’ Bill of Rights.
With 160 million people in managed care op-
erations, people ought to have a right, what-

ever their health care plan, to see a specialist
if their doctor recommends it, to have emer-
gency room care where it’s needed if they
have an accident, to have their medical
records kept private, to be able to appeal ad-
verse decisions. These things are important.

And so I say to you, we need your help.
There’s going to be a big debate on campaign
finance reform when we get back in—the
Shays-Meehan amends bill, that is cospon-
sored by Congressman Meehan from Massa-
chusetts, is going to be in a version before
the United States Senate. And our people
are going to work hard to pass it. There will
be major environmental debates when we get
back. And these things are important.

So I say to you, the energy that brought
you here today, the concern you have for
these issues, you need to bring it back to
every single major challenge this country
faces. If I had told you 6 years ago that in
6 years we would have 16 million new jobs
and all these other things, you would have
said, ‘‘There’s another politician running for
office.’’ It happened not by accident but be-
cause of the hard work and the vision and
the citizen spirit of the American people and
the disciplined efforts that we have all made.
And we must not forget that now that times
are good.

We also can’t forget that unless we make
our communities, our schools, and our chil-
dren safe, prosperity doesn’t mean very
much. That is why this is at the core of what
we have tried to do.

I told this story many times, but I want
you to let me share it one more time. Right
before the New Hampshire primary in 1992,
a period when I was dropping like a rock
in the polls—I have some experience with
that—I was going through a kitchen in New
York City. And I was walking to one of these
banquets, one of these fundraising banquets.
I didn’t have any idea whether it would be
three people or 300 or 700 when I got out
the door. I was just walking through the
kitchen to get there.

And a waiter came up to me, in this nice
hotel in New York. And I wasn’t very well-
known then. I was the Governor of Arkansas.
I just started running in New Hampshire.
And this man came up to me and stopped
me, and he said, ‘‘Mr. Governor, I want to
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talk to you.’’ He said, ‘‘My 10-year-old boy
here in New York,’’ he said, ‘‘he studies these
elections, and he reads up on the candidates,
and he says I should vote for you.’’ He said,
‘‘Now, if I vote for you, I want you to do
something for me.’’ I said, ‘‘Well, what is it?’’
I couldn’t imagine what this man who was
a waiter in a hotel in New York wanted me
to do for him. He said, ‘‘Well, the place
where we came from in the old country, we
were much poorer, but at least we were
free.’’ He said, ‘‘Here I make more money,
but we’re not free. When my boy goes across
our apartment house, across the street to play
in the city park, I have to go with him be-
cause I’m afraid for his safety. Our school
is only a couple of blocks from our apart-
ment, but I have to walk him because I’m
afraid for his safety. So if I do what my boy
wants and I vote for you, would you make
my boy free?’’ I will never forget that as long
as I live.

The comprehensive approach we followed
on crime is basically what, as Senator Kerry
said and he certainly supported it very
strongly, is just what the local law enforce-
ment people and the local community lead-
ers taught us to do: Be smart about preven-
tion; be smart about giving kids something
to say yes to; be smart about law enforcement
patterns; be smart about punishment. Crime
rates are now at a 25-year low, juvenile crime
is finally coming down. People do think, I
think, that they are more free.

We have worked hard especially in the
schools with the Safe and Drug-Free Schools
program. We’ve supported communities in
schools that offer antitruancy, curfew, school
uniforms, and dress code policies. We have
strictly enforced zero tolerance for guns. Last
year alone, over 6,000 students with guns
were disarmed and sent home. This year, re-
cently, a new report showed that the over-
whelming majority of our schools are, in fact,
safe. But it’s not enough, as we know from
the recent rash of killings in our schools all
over the country.

When children in inner-city schools have
to walk through metal detectors, when high
schools in small towns like Jonesboro, Arkan-
sas, in my home State, or Springfield, Or-
egon, are torn apart by disturbed children
with deadly weapons, when gang violence

still ravages communities large and small, we
have to do more.

This fall, we are going to hold the first-
ever White House Conference on School
Safety, and today we’re taking two steps that
I think will make our schools safer and our
communities stronger. First, offering a guide
to help prevent school violence before it
starts and, second, expanding the remarkable
Police Corps program to Massachusetts and
elsewhere.

Let me show you what this early warning
guide is all about. Earlier this year, in the
aftermath of the tragedy of Springfield, Or-
egon, I actually went there to Springfield,
and I spent an extended period of time in
the school library, going from table to table
to table, meeting with the families of the vic-
tims, children who had been killed and a
much larger number of children who had
been wounded. I talked to the school offi-
cials. I asked them what they knew about
the young man who was apparently involved
in this incident. I asked them how they dealt
with kids who were in trouble; how did they
know when children were in trouble. And
we began to ask other people, and we con-
cluded that not everybody knew everything
they needed to know in clear, practical terms
about how to spot the danger signals early
and then what to do about them.

So I asked Secretary Riley and Attorney
General Reno to develop the safe school
guides for educators, for parents, for fellow
students, to help them recognize and then
respond to early warning signs. This is the
guide. It says, ‘‘Early Warning Timely Re-
sponse: A Guide to Safe Schools.’’ Now, over
the next few weeks, every single school in
America will get a copy of this in time for
the start of the new school year. It will help
schools to recognize a troubled or potentially
violent young person. It outlines steps to in-
tervene early before it’s too late.

As Secretary Riley and General Reno say
in their introduction, the guide should never
be used to stigmatize or label young people
in distress. Instead, it should be used as a
vital part of overall school violence preven-
tion efforts that have to include, as others
have said before and as your mayor said

VerDate 28-AUG-98 08:04 Sep 02, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P35AU4.027 TXED02 PsN: TXED02



1659Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Aug. 27

about Worcester, every teacher, every par-
ent, and every young person. This guide can
make a difference in the lives of our children.

The Police Corps can also make a dif-
ference. It embodies the same commitment
to every person and the commitment to pub-
lic service that was embodied in the life serv-
ice of John and Robert Kennedy.

I first heard about the Police Corps from
Adam Wolinsky, who has previously been eu-
logized by Senators Kerry and Kennedy,
when I was the Governor of Arkansas. I was
so impressed by this program and by Adam’s
commitment to it, that I became a charter
member of the National Committee for the
Police Corps on the spot. Adam and his wife,
Jane, are here and I know they’ve already
been introduced, but I want you to know that
we would not be here talking about this today
were it not for this one American citizen and
his harboring a dream for years and years
and years until it became real in the lives
of people. And I thank him for it.

When I was Governor, I signed a bill to
create a Police Corps scholarship program
in our home State. And when I became Presi-
dent, thanks to the efforts of Senator Ken-
nedy, Senator Kerry, and others, especially
of Lieutenant Governor Kathleen Kennedy
Townsend of Maryland and Adam, we put
the Police Corps in the 1994 crime bill.

We’ve already heard that, much in the way
that ROTC functions, this remarkable pro-
gram gives talented young people college
scholarships in return for their commitment
to serve as police officers in their commu-
nities. I should mention, as was pointed out
to me here today before I came here, that
a preference is given to one group only, the
children of police officers killed in the line
of duty. And I understand that the State po-
lice here has already identified several young
people who are the children of police officers
who have died in the line of service in Massa-
chusetts who, themselves, want to go into law
enforcement and would be eligible to get
these scholarships.

In 17 States around the country, that’s
what the Police Corps is already doing, creat-
ing a new generation of police officers
trained to stand on the front lines and listen
on the front porches, to work in distressed

communities and be role models for young
people.

Now, the young members of the Police
Corps who are here with us today—and I
think there are some, aren’t there? Are there
any Police Corps members here today?
What? Stand up. [Applause] Thank you. We
have invested in their honor, their courage,
their commitment to community and coun-
try. We need more like them. That is why
the announcement we make today expanding
the Police Corps to 6 more States, including
Massachusetts, awarding scholarships to
more than 300 dedicated young people, is
a good thing for the United States.

This Police Corps is an incredible example
of what we can do when we put progress
ahead of partisanship, people ahead of poli-
tics, the future of our children ahead of all
else. As the mayor said in referring to the
First Lady, it does take a village. But both
of us note, as we travel around the country—
and Hillary mentioned to me just about a
week ago when she came back from another
stop—it is astonishing—it is astonishing how
many places we go will there be somebody
in the receiving line who will thank us for
the community police officers in their com-
munity, large and small.

Robert Kennedy once said, ‘‘The fight
against crime is, in the last analysis, a fight
to preserve that quality of community which
is at the root of our greatness, a fight to pre-
serve confidence in ourselves and in our fel-
low citizens, a battle for the quality of our
lives.’’ With these actions, we move a step
closer to winning that battle for all our people
and to building that bridge toward a strong
America in the 21st century.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 p.m. at Mechan-
ics Hall. In his remarks, he referred to Kathleen
Bisson, teacher, Burncoat Middle School, who in-
troduced the President; Officer Michael D. Jones,
Baltimore City, MD, police department; Mayor
Raymond V. Mariano of Worcester; Worcester
Chief of Police Edward P. Gardella; Massachu-
setts Attorney General Scott Harshbarger; and
Adam Wolinsky, founder, Police Corps.
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Statement on Vice President Al
Gore’s 1996 Campaign Financing
Activities
August 27, 1998

I am confident that all of the Vice Presi-
dent’s actions were legal and proper and that
any review will conclude that.

Statement on the Arrest of
Mohammad Rashid for the Terrorist
Attack on the United States Embassy
in Kenya
August 27, 1998

Late last night, American law enforcement
authorities brought to the United States Mo-
hammad Rashid, a suspect in the bombing
attack on the United States Embassy in
Nairobi, Kenya. The suspect’s involvement in
the bombing was established as the result of
a joint investigation by the Kenyan police and
an FBI team. He is associated with Usama
bin Ladin, the pre-eminent organizer and
financier of international terrorism whose
network we struck in Afghanistan and Sudan
last week.

This arrest does not close this case. We
will continue to pursue all those who helped
plan, finance, and carry out the attacks on
our Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, which
took the lives of 12 Americans and hundreds
of Africans.

Let me express my gratitude to our law
enforcement and intelligence agencies for a
job very well done and to the Kenyan and
Tanzanian authorities for their hard work and
close cooperation with the FBI.

This is an important step forward in our
struggle against terrorism, but there is a long
road ahead. The enemies of peace and free-
dom undoubtedly will strike again. Our re-
solve must be for the long run. We have and
we will continue to use all the tools at our
disposal—law enforcement, diplomacy, and
when necessary, America’s military might.
No matter what it takes, how long it takes,
or where it takes us, we will bring to justice
those responsible for the murder and maim-
ing of American citizens. We will defend our
interests, our people, and our values.

Remarks on the 35th Anniversary of
the March on Washington in Oak
Bluffs, Massachusetts
August 28, 1998

Thank you very much. First of all hasn’t
this day made you proud to be an American?
[Applause] I want to thank Dr. Ogletree and
the entire committee—Skip Gates, Anita
Hill, Judge Higginbotham. I want to thank
Sebastian for doing a superb job of remind-
ing us of the important facts of Martin Lu-
ther King’s life. Marianne, thank you for your
work and your words today. I thank Sabrina
and Elza for leading us in the singing, and
Giles, Olivia, and Mia for reading from the
‘‘I Have A Dream’’ speech. Rebecca, thank
you for the books. Mr. Bryan, thank you for
making us welcome in your congregation.

And should I say, Reverend Lewis? John,
I would not be a bit surprised if when we
walk out these doors today every chicken on
this island will be standing out there—
[laughter]—in the street waiting for their
leader. [Laughter]

John Lewis has been my friend for a long
time—a long time. A long time before he
could have ever known that I would be here.
And he stood with me in 1991 when only
my mother and my wife thought I had any
chance of being elected. So you have to make
allowances and discount some of what he
says. [Laughter] But I treasure the years of
friendship we have shared. I have boundless
admiration for him. He and Lillian have been
an incredible source of strength and support
for Hillary and me, and our country is a
much, much better place because of the road
John Lewis has walked.

The summer of 1963 was a very eventful
one for me, the summer I turned 17. What
most people know about it now is the famous
picture of me shaking hands with President
Kennedy in July. It was a great moment. But
I think the moment we commemorate
today—a moment I experienced all alone—
had a more profound impact on my life.

Most of us who are old enough remember
exactly where we were on August 28, 1963.
I was in my living room in Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas. I remember the chair I was sitting
in. I remember exactly where it was in the
room. I remember exactly the position of the
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